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California Statewide Housing Plan for People with Developmental Disabilities: 

Phase 1 

 
Historically, housing for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD) 

consisted of forced institutionalization. These individuals were institutionalized without 

any consideration of the individual’s preferences, aspirations, or quality of life. After 

several years or research and advocacy, national perspectives on housing for individuals 

with I/DD has shifted to focus more on person-centered planning approaches that take 

into consideration the individual’s quality of life, skill development, choices and reduction 

of inequalities. Nevertheless, there continues to be major barriers to providing enough 

choices of affordable, accessible and integrated housing for individuals with I/DD.    

This white paper chronicles services offered to individuals with I/DD by different programs 

throughout the Country. 

1981: Home and Community-Based Waivers 

In 1980, home and community-based service waivers were introduced. The Omnibus 

Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981 amended Medicaid to allow community-based waivers 

under Section 1915 (c) as an alternative to care in an institution.  Waivers gave another 

option in accessing support services in which each State HCBS Waiver programs must: 

 Demonstrate that providing waiver services wouldn’t cost more than providing 

these services in an institution; 

 Ensure the protection of people’s health and welfare; 

 Provide adequate and reasonable provider standards to meet the needs of the 

target population, and; 
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 Ensure that services follow an individualized and person-centered plan of care.1 

Home and community based services may be offered at the option of a State and States 

may limit participation in these programs and establish waiting lists.  

1990: Americans with Disabilities Act 

In 1990, the Federal government passed the Americans with Disabilities Act.  The 

purpose of the ADA was to provide a clear and comprehensive National mandate to 

eliminate discrimination against individuals with disabilities and ensure equal 

opportunities for persons with disabilities in employment, state and local government 

services, public accommodations, commercial facilities, and transportation. 2 

1999: Olmstead Decision 

In 1999, Olmstead v. L.C., the court held that unjustified segregation of persons with 

disabilities constitutes discrimination in violation of Title II of the American with Disabilities 

Act and that public entities must provide community based services to persons with 

disabilities when: 

 Such services are appropriate; 

 The affected persons do not oppose community based treatment; 

                                                            
1 Home and Community-Based Waivers: 
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/hcbs/authorities/1915-c/index.html 
2 Information and Technical assistance https://www.ada.gov/2010_regs.htm 
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 Community based services can be reasonably accommodated, taking into account 

the resources available to the public entity and the needs of others who are 

receiving the disability services.3 

2000-2010 

Following the Olmstead Decision, Congress authorized a variety of funding initiatives to 

compel states to reduce the institutional bias in long-term supports and services. Included 

are:  

 Real Choice System Change Grants: Assist states to shift long-term care from 

institutions to home and community-based services (Medicaid.gov, Real Choice 

Systems Change); 

 Aging and Disability Resource Centers: Bridge state aging and disability service 

systems to create a person-centered, community-based environment to streamline 

access to long-term services;   

 Money Follows the Person: States use federal funding to support individuals 

transitioning from institutions to community living. The Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act expanded and extended that program.  

 Balancing Incentives Program: Provides enhanced federal funding to states for all 

home and community based services. The primary goal of this funding is to 

rebalance spending by increasing the level of spending on HCBS services to 

exceed 50% of all Long term supports and services costs for the state. 

                                                            
3 Olmstead Decision https://www.ada.gov/olmstead/olmstead_about.htm 
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Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act 

The purpose of the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of rights act is to 

“assure that individuals with developmental disabilities and their families participate in the 

design of and have access to needed community services, individualized supports, and 

other forms of assistance that promote self-determination, independence, productivity, 

and integration and inclusion in all facets of community life.”(History of the DD Act, Online) 

The Lanterman Act 

California law that states “people with developmental disabilities and their families have 

a right to get the services and supports they need to live like people without disabilities.”4 

The Lanterman Act outlines the rights of individuals with developmental disabilities and 

their families, how the regional centers and service providers can help these individuals, 

what services and supports they can obtain, how to use the individualized program plan 

to get needed services, what to do when someone violates the Lanterman Act, and how 

to improve the system. 

The number of individuals with developmental disabilities is difficult to quantify in the State 

of California; however, the California State Council on Developmental Services uses the 

National prevalence of individuals with I/DD estimate, 1.8 percent of the population, which 

would is approximately 704,520 people in California5. Despite this estimate there is a 

                                                            
4 State of California- Department of Developmental Services: Lanterman Act 
5 State of California- Department of Developmental Services: State Prevalence Number  
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generation of people with developmental disabilities, including those living with aging 

caregivers or service providers and the so-called autism wave, who are not necessarily 

accounted for. When it comes to housing, National and State programs have focused on 

those with severe I/DD needs, housed in State facilities that those living with families or 

who could be more independent are priced out of housing throughout California.  

Washington’s decision to decrease Section 8 vouchers and allocate scarce housing 

resources to other vulnerable populations makes it even more challenging to house those 

who are not in institutions, often pushing these individuals to be homeless.  As the State 

of California reaches their goal of shutting down the State’s institutions it becomes 

imperative to identify needs, opportunities and priorities to house those who are most 

vulnerable in finding affordable, quality housing.   

In an attempt for California to develop a Statewide Housing Plan Allied Affordable 

Housing, on behalf of the Lanterman Housing Alliance, conducted research on other 

State’s Housing plans. We found that despite similar needs and standard Federal policies, 

each state has a unique way of implementing policy and of offering services. Below is an 

overview on how some states are currently providing access to housing supports and/or 

their housing plans.  These assessments will be followed by recommendations to assist 

the Lanterman Housing Alliance, California Department of Developmental Services and 

other stakeholders in developing a California Statewide Housing Plan for People with 

Developmental Disabilities. Appendix A is a chart that provides a summary of the plans 

assessed.  
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South Carolina 

The South Carolina Department of Disabilities and Special Needs (SCDDSN) is the 

state agency that plans, develops, coordinates and funds services for those living in 

South Carolina. SCDDSN provides services through local service provider agencies 

called the Disabilities and Special Needs Boards (DSN) that serve every county in 

South Carolina. Among these Boards, there are also over 60 qualified service providers 

available statewide. An estimated 92,000 individuals with I/DD live in South Carolina. 6 

Each local DSN board provides eligibility and person-centered planning, serves as the 

initial contact to become part of the South Carolina Department of Disabilities and 

Special Needs system. It is then, that the Board conducts a screening and sends an 

eligibility packet to SCDDSN. Once a person becomes eligible for the SCDDSN 

services, they determine what level of service coordination the individual will receive. 

Services depend on the assessed needs.7 There are two levels of services, level I 

provides active, ongoing supports and Level II provides intermittent assistance as 

needed.  

A service coordinator then works with the individual and their family to develop a plan to 

address their needs and monitor the plan of implementation, in hopes that the plan will 

give individuals the power to use resources provided to them in a way that is useful to 

them.  

 

                                                            
6 (http://ddsn.sc.gov/Pages/default.aspx). 
7 College Transition Connection: South Carolina I/DD services  
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Missouri 

The Missouri Division of Developmental Disabilities is the state agency that drives 

services for people with developmental disabilities. There are approximately 95,497 

individuals with developmental disabilities residing in Missouri. Missouri has aggressively 

pursued opportunities to take advantage of federal matching funds for home and 

community-based long-term supports and services for individuals with I/DD.  

All Missouri waivers serving individuals with I/DD now include self and family-directed 

supports. Similarly to many states, Missouri offers comprehensive waivers, community 

support waivers, autism waiver and Partnership for Hope Waivers. The Partnership for 

Hope waiver is a unique partnership with local County Developmental Disability Service 

organizations, with this waiver the non-federal share of the cost of services is divided 

equally between the State of Missouri’ Division of Developmental Disabilities and the local 

county DD authority. This waiver was implemented in 2010; it targets individuals with I/DD 

who might not otherwise be able to access other HCB waivers due to prioritization criteria. 

The Partnership of Hope waiver offers similar services as the Community Supports 

Waiver and includes dental services for adults, the maximum limit per person is $12,000. 

8 

Kentucky 

The Kentucky Division of Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities contracts for 

services through 14 Regional Boards and other private providers. They have two 

                                                            
8 Jackson, Laura Aging with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities: Missouri Department of 
Mental Health 
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branches, the Supports for Community Living Waiver Branch and The Community 

Support Branch. There are approximately 60-80,000 individuals with developmental 

disabilities in the State of Kentucky.  

The Community Support Branch is the one that oversees the 14 Regional Community 

Mental Health and Intellectual Disability Center. The Supports for Community Living 

Waiver Branch (SCLWB) provides services that help participants live and work in the 

community. In addition, the SCLWB provides individuals with an alternative to institutions, 

such as adult day training, residential supports, supported employment and community 

living supports. To allow participants of the waiver to be more involved in the community 

using natural supports, the SCLWB added an SCL2 Waiver that gives residents access 

to other community services. Waiver amounts vary depending on individuals’ needs; the 

Environmental Accessibility Adaptation Service has a lifetime limit of $8,000 which 

includes modification of homes. Another aid is the Community Transition waiver, which 

has a maximum amount of $2,000.  This waiver includes items such as utility fees, 

furniture, kitchen and bath items. 9 

For Medicaid-eligible persons, the Michelle P. Waiver. This is a home and community- 

based waiver program for those who want to remain in their home. The services are a 

combination of resources available within the Supports for Community living Waiver and 

the Home and Community-Based Services Waiver; these services are limited to 40 hours 

per week.  

 

                                                            
9 Kentucky’s Plan: http://dbh.ky.gov/ddid 
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Arizona  

The Arizona Department of Developmental Disabilities is the state agency that drives the 

services for individuals with developmental disabilities. There are an estimated 102,724 

citizens with developmental disabilities in the state of Arizona.  Most of the individuals 

being served by the Arizona’s Division of Developmental Disabilities are living with their 

families, with the second largest group living in group homes, in the absence of other 

options. Those with limited incomes who opt to live on their own find that they are faced 

with many barriers that range from discrimination to shortage of accessible and affordable 

housing.  

Those individuals in need of housing services or in-home supports apply to the Arizona 

Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) and Arizona’s Long Term Care System 

(ALTCS). The goal of DDD and ALTCS is to honor individual choice as well as to place 

and give individuals autonomy in their lives. “The goal of these agencies’ services is to 

offer living options and supports that advance their client’s right to live in the community 

and not be institutionalized.”10 

Arizona is one of the few states to operate its entire Medicaid program through a federal 

1115 waiver. This waiver funds the Medicaid-managed care program, called the Arizona’s 

Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS) and the long-term care system, 

ALTCS.11 It allows the state to be exempt from federally-approved budget amounts. The 

                                                            
10 If You Build It, They Will Come: Arizona Developmental Disabilities Planning Council  
11 https://www.azahcccs.gov/ 
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federal government must match what Arizona spends at a 1 to 3 ratio with no cap in place, 

this has allowed Arizona to have a very short waiting list for services for I/DD.  

Unfortunately, there is no room for advancement. Current funding streams only support 

a limited range of residential options for people with I/DD through ALTCS. Agencies in 

Arizona are attempting to partner with developers, housing officials, nonprofits, family 

members and people with I/DD to make them aware of programs and services available 

in an effort to reverse the pattern of barriers in securing affordable housing for people with 

developmental disabilities. Based on a conversation with Denise Resnik, co-founder of 

the Southwest Autism Research and Resource Center and founder of First Place Arizona, 

a housing development for individuals with autism and neuro-diverse abilities, “California 

is a pioneer in housing opportunities for individuals with I/DD.”  

Arizona has a lot of support from the state Government and Arizona’s main goal is to 

demonstrate the need for DDD to develop closer relationships with developers, nonprofit 

agencies and housing departments so it may accomplish its goal of reducing costs of 

residential services while helping individuals with I/DD obtain self-sufficiency and 

independence.  

 

Virginia 

The Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services and the 

Virginia Development Housing Authority Microboards are the driving agencies for I/DD 

services in Virginia. Virginia has an emphasis on consumer choice and community living 

with four general options: sponsored residential services, group home residential 



 

CA Statewide Housing Plan Research  12 

services, community ICF homes and in-home residential supports. There are 

approximately 141,100 citizens with developmental disabilities in the State of Virginia. In 

2012, the State of Virginia and the Department of Justice reached a settlement agreement 

that resulted in the closing of all but one of their five training centers that year. In this 

state, all individuals who meet the criteria for an intellectual developmental disability 

waiver wait-list must be discharged with a support plan that is individualized to their needs 

for a transition into the community.  

In-home residential supports are designed for those living in a family home or a home 

provided by a family member. The residential supports are designed to allow the 

individual to thrive in their own community by providing individualized care. Sponsored 

residential services are supports given in a sponsor’s home- homes are licensed, 

approved and evaluated by the Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and 

Developmental Services. A maximum of two people may receive residential services in 

one home. Group home residential services offer a 24-hour supervision to individuals in 

a licensed and community-based home.  

Another program within the state is the Individual and Family Support Program which 

assists individuals who are on the waiting list for the I/DD or DD Medicaid waivers to 

access short-term resources, supports and services that will help them remain in their 

own community homes. The maximum amount that families may receive per year is 

$3,000. 12 

                                                            
12 My New Home: Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and Development Services  
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Additionally, Virginia has micro-boards that are made up of family and friends of 

individuals with I/DD. The Virginia Development Housing Authority oversees the micro-

boards and aids with funding, flexible financing, and education for nonprofit states and 

types of mortgages available. Micro-boards purchase houses for several individuals with 

a disability. The houses must have a common area and each person must have a 

separate bedroom. They have been successful because individuals are able to choose 

their housemates and the location of the home.  

 

New Jersey  

The New Jersey Department of Human Services Division of Developmental Disabilities is 

the driver for I/DD services in New Jersey. There are approximately 150,000 citizens with 

developmental disabilities in the State of New Jersey.  

Currently there are only two community residential options for individuals with intensive 

medical needs. While there a number of challenges to appropriately addressing the 

community residential services waiting list for individuals with development disabilities, 

The Arc of New Jersey, one of the drivers for I/DD, know there is an urgent need to 

address this problem.  

The Arc of New Jersey is another active partner throughout the State.  They have 

presented the Division of Developmental Disabilities with several recommendations on 

how to address the housing needs for individuals with I/DD. Their proposal is separated 

into four key components:  
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1. Implement the 10% Solution. Addressing 10% of the Priority Category Residential 

Waiting List each year is a realistic, and attainable goal. The 10% Solution requires 

the State to commit funding to address the needs of 10% of the individuals who 

are living at home with aging parents and are in the Priority Category of the 

community residential placements and appropriate services to individuals, which 

would equal $15 million in state spending and then another $15 million from the 

federal government matching those funds.  

2. Reinvest Federal Medicaid Dollars into the Development Disability Service 

System. The needed funding to implement the 10% solution and further 

enhancement of services would likely be available if New Jersey reinvests all of 

the federal dollars received from the Medicaid Community Care Waiver back into 

the development disability service system.  

3. Improve Data collection and Transparency. An Assessment of the supportive 

housing needs of those on the waiting list should be done regularly in order to have 

a basis for long term planning. Information about the status of the waiting list and 

the needs of those on the waiting list is readily available to the public.  

4. Strengthen and expand Medical, Mental Health and Behavioral Supports in the 

community. Individuals with I/DD who have significant ongoing medical needs 

must have community-based residential options available to them. Substantial 

investment in community-based medical, mental health and behavioral support 

services will make it possible to achieve the larger goal of increased residential 

capacity in the community. 13 

                                                            
13 The Arc New Jersey’s 10% Solution: Bruce A. Bird 
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Washington State 

The Washington State Department of Social & Health Services is the agency that drives 

services for individuals with developmental disabilities, in conjunction with the 

Developmental Disabilities Administration. There is an estimate of 82,000 individuals with 

developmental disabilities in Washington State. Washington State’s mission is to be the 

leader in providing safe, high-quality array of home, community and facility-based 

residential services for individuals with developmental disabilities.  

Under the Washington State Constitution, Article XIII Section I, services for individuals 

with developmental disabilities “shall be fostered and supported by the state, subject to 

such regulations as may be provided by law.” (Housing Plan for King County, DDD). 

Although services for individuals with developmental disabilities are not an entitlement, 

they are only provided subject to funding availability and by the priorities set by 

Washington State.  

Washington State has 6 objectives when it comes to housing for individuals with 

developmental disabilities. To: 

1. Develop the means for individuals with developmental disabilities who do not 

receive residential services through DDD to obtain affordable housing.  

2. Increase the amount of affordable housing for individuals who receive residential 

services through the Division of Developmental Disabilities.  

3. Develop Homeownership Program for individuals with I/DD.  

4. Advocate with other agencies to increase housing affordability and availability for 

individuals with I/DD. 

5. Increase awareness of housing resources for individuals with I/DD. 



 

CA Statewide Housing Plan Research  16 

6. Positively further fair housing opportunities for individuals with I/DD.14 

 

In 2004, Housing Innovations for Persons with Developmental Disabilities was introduced.  

This program was, designed to encourage the development of new types of affordable 

housing as well as new housing partnerships for individuals with developmental 

disabilities.  The goal of this resource is to support individuals with I/DD to obtain a higher 

quality of life through various affordable housing options integrated within the 

communities. Individuals must be enrolled with DDD to receive the services.  Maximum 

subsidy per unit for apartments is $50,000 per year15. Housing developers and project 

sponsors who are awarded the Housing Innovations for Persons with Developmental 

Disabilities funds will enter into referral agreements with DDD.  DDD then refers clients 

to HIPDD agencies for services.  

 

Florida 

The Florida Developmental Disabilities Council is the agency that drives services for 

individuals with developmental disabilities in the state of Florida. Services and supports 

are provided by Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD Cares). It became an agency 

separate from Department of Children & Families October 2000. It consists of one State 

                                                            
14 Housing Plan for persons with developmental disabilities King County, DDD and Housing and 
Community Development program 
http://www.kingcounty.gov/~/media/health/ddd/documents/2005HousingPlan.ashx 
15 Housing Plan for persons with developmental disabilities King County, DDD and Housing and 
Community Development program 
http://www.kingcounty.gov/~/media/health/ddd/documents/2005HousingPlan.ashx 
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office with three divisions, five offices and six regions. There is an estimate of 398,000 

individuals with developmental disabilities in the state of Florida.   

Florida has a variety of rental housing funding sources. Among these rental housing 

funding sources are: 

1. State Apartment Incentive Loan Program (SAIL): The SAIL Program allows 

developers to receive the financing needed to construct or provide affordable 

rehabilitation service units for low-income families by providing loans on a 

competitive basis as gap financing to leverage mortgage revenue bonds.   

2. State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP): The SHIP Program provides funds 

to local governments on a population-based formula as an incentive to produce 

and preserve affordable housing for very low and moderate-income families. 

3. Home Investment Partnerships Program (HOME): HOME provides low-interest 

rate loans to developers of affordable housing who are acquire, rehabilitate or 

those who construct housing for low-income families. 16 

Other than rental housing funding sources, Florida also offers monthly rental assistance 

that could be used across Florida. Florida offers HUD Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher 

Program, the Rural Rental Assistance Program and the In-Home Subsidy Assistance 

Program. HUD Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program is the most common monthly 

rental assistance nationwide. The Rural Rental Assistance Program is provided in the 

rural areas of Florida and provided by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. This voucher 

is similar to a Section 8 Voucher and pays the owner of a multifamily housing complex 

                                                            
16 Florida Housing Finance Corporation: http://www.floridahousing.org/FH-
ImageWebDocs/AboutUS/Program%20One%20Pagers.pdf 
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the difference between the individual’s rent contribution and the total monthly rate. 

Additionally, the In-Home Subsidy Assistance Programs is a program that offers monthly 

help to pay for rent or for the initial rent deposit. Funding is limited and the financial 

assistance is implemented by the Agency for Persons with Disabilities. 17 

Unlike many other states, an advocacy group, the Florida Developmental Disabilities 

Council spearheaded a 5% Low Income Housing Tax Credit set-aside. “The Florida 

Developmental Disabilities Council is an organization whose mission is to advocate and 

promote meaningful participation in all aspects of life for individuals with developmental 

disabilities that are living in Florida.”18  The Low Income Housing Tax Credit program is 

a federal program that provides funding through investor equity to low income housing 

projects.  This program has been instrumental in building affordable housing throughout 

the country for low income families as well as other special needs groups such as 

Veterans and Homeless; however, Florida is the first State with a set-aside specifically 

for projects that provide housing for individuals with developmental disabilities.  Through 

the advocacy of the Council and other local stakeholders the Florida State Housing 

Finance Agency created the Florida Housing Link to Permanent Housing Initiative (also 

known as LINK) so that low income families with special needs can access affordable 

rental housing. Under this program, developers are required to set aside approximately 

half of their ELI, extremely low income units, to households with developmental 

disabilities.  

                                                            
17 Housing in Florida: A Resource Guide for Individuals with Developmental Disabilities 
http://www.fddc.org/sites/default/files/file/Housing%20Guide.pdf 
18 Housing in Florida: A Resource Guide for Individuals with Developmental Disabilities 
http://www.fddc.org/sites/default/files/file/Housing%20Guide.pdf 
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Another resource in Florida is that the State has a resource guide for individuals with I/DD 

and their families regarding accessible, affordable housing options in inclusive 

communities. This resource guide was developed by the Florida Developmental 

Disabilities Council in partnership with the Florida Housing Coalition.  

 

New York 

The New York State Office for People with Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) is the 

driving agency for services in New York. There is an estimate of 169,200 individuals with 

I/DD living in the state.  

New york is shifting its service delivery system to managed care through the 

implementation of the People First Waiver. New York State is one of the first states to 

combine long-term care, physical health and mental health services into a 1915 Home-

based Care waiver. This waiver targets the needs of all I/DD individuals in the system 

regardless of severity.  

Additionally, OPWDD recognizes that stakeholder engagement is an essential element in 

strategic planning to find a housing solution for people with I/DD. As stated in their 

Statewide Plan, the quality of the People First Waiver and its impact on the provision of 

habilitative supports and services is dependent upon the feedback they receive from the 

individuals involved in the developmental disability system of New York. Senior 

management within the OPWDD regularly meet with the Commissioner’s Developmental 

Disabilities Advisory Council, individuals with developmental disabilities, advocates, 

family members, provider associations, voluntary provider agencies and other interested 
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parties to brainstorm and determine how federal, state and local policies will affect 

individuals with I/DD in New York, making this process a very collaborative, engaging 

process.  

OPWDD receives funding from three key partners: New York State Housing, the 

Community Renewal Partnership and the Supportive Housing Medicaid Redesign Team. 

The Medicaid Redesign Team is a new supportive housing development program that 

provides service funding, rent subsidies, and capital dollars to create supportive housing 

for Medicaid recipients. OPWDD was awarded $1.8 million to participate in this new effort 

which will use a portion of available funds to individuals living in apartments with ISS rent 

subsidies, community habilitation, and CSS residential setting.  Furthermore, it will assist 

other individuals with I/DD to transfer from a 24/7 voluntary residential alternative to one 

with less than 24/7 staffing. OPWDD will then match the $1.8 million allocation, which will 

provide more opportunities for individuals to move to less restrictive residential settings.  

In addition to the resources listed above, OPWDD formed a new partnership agreement 

with New York State Housing and Community Renewal to include specific language in 

NYSHCR’s funding round that targets/prioritizes funds to this population. The applications 

for funding will propose a preference in tenant selection for people with developmental 

disabilities for up to 10% of a project’s total units.  

 

 

 

 

Recommendations/Observations 
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Like other Special Needs populations, affordable housing for adults with I/DD needs to 

be identified as a critical element of Statewide plans on a National level. As stated in 

this document, there are many states that are attempting to provide as many services 

and supports for these individuals and are working with several Stakeholders to develop 

plans that identify their housing priorities. The hope is that states throughout the 

Country will recognize I/DD as its own category with its unique needs like Veterans, 

mental health and homeless populations are already identified as such, to make sure 

that these individuals get the resources they need. 

Based on the research completed, the State of California is considered by other states 

as a pioneer when it comes to services and options offered to residents with I/DD.  The 

biggest resource for this population and its various stakeholders is the Lanterman Act 

which has helped California develop systems that offer individualized services to 

residents based on their own unique needs rather than generalizing what a “group” may 

need.   

After researching various state plans and learning about other states’ best practices, we 

have identified some potential next steps the Lanterman Housing Alliance (LHA), the 

California Department of Developmental Services and other key stakeholders can take 

to address the housing needs of individuals with I/DD.  During the assessment there 

were two States that stood out based on their approach and successful implementation 

of their statewide plans.    

Florida: LHA could take the lead like the Florida Developmental Disabilities Council to 

influence the States Qualified Allocation plan as well as the Department of 

Developmental Disabilities’ Statewide plan.  The Florida Developmental Disabilities 
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Council is an organization similar to LHA established by a group of parents advocating 

for affordable housing options for their adult children.  They developed a guide that they 

share with other nonprofits as well as State and local government agencies that is used 

as a resource guide.  Furthermore, they advocated for the State Finance Agency to 

have a 5% set-aside priority for projects providing I/DD individuals with affordable 

housing, which is included in the Florida Qualified Allocation Plan (state’s housing plan). 

New York: New York had a very strong and thorough Statewide plan developed by the 

State’s Department of Developmental Services. Community engagement is one of the 

factors I believe makes this such a resourceful plan for all stakeholders statewide.  The 

plan provided insight and direction for housing as well as for supportive services. 

In addition to using either the Florida or New York plans as templates it is important for 

LHA, the Department of Developmental Services, the State Council and other key 

stakeholders to host a visioning session that will outline a strategic plan.  This idea 

flourishes from the success in New York’s implementation. Stakeholder engagement is 

necessary for the development of policies and plans that could affect systems and 

supports for individuals with developmental disabilities and other special groups.  

Appendix B provides additional thoughts and questions that can be used during the 

State’s visioning session to make sure that the group addresses current and future needs.  

Appendix C are the slides shared with the LHA leadership group in Sacramento in March 

2017. 
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Appendix A 

 

 

 

States Drivers  Funding Sources for Housing/Special 
Funding 

I/DD Population Per capita 
spending/ limit 

Waitlist: 
Yes (Y) or 

No(N) 
New York 
 
 
 
 

New York State Office for 
People with Developmental 
Disabilities (OPWDD) 
 

People First Waiver-State funds 
Housing Counseling: Funds awarded by HUD 
to provide training that will help individuals 
develop the appropriate skills to reside in 
the community. 
 
$1.8 million to participate in a new 
supportive housing development program 
under Medicaid Redesign Team: assist 
people to live in apartments with ISS rent 
subsidies and community habilitation, CSS 
residential settings and assist individuals to 
move from individualized residential 
alternative (VOIRA) to settings with less than  
24/7 staffing. 

1.5%-2.5% (2015) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An estimated 
169,200 citizens with 
developmental 
disabilities 

Average Per Capita 

Expenditure for 

Individuals Served by 

OPWDD $45,000-

$55,000 

 

Yes 

Washington 
St. 
 
 
 
 

Washington State 
Department of Social & 
Health Services 
 

Housing Trust Fund: State Funds 
 
 
 
 

1.58%  
 
 
An estimated 82,000 
citizens with 
developmental 
disabilities 
 
 

Based on individual’s 
income 

Yes 

Statewide Comprehensive Plans 
Table 
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Florida 
 
 
 
 

Florida  Developmental 
Disabilities Council 
 
 
Services 
Agency for Persons with 
Disabilities (APD Cares) 
Family Care Council Florida 
 

Florida Housing Finance Corporation  
 
Department of Health and Human Services 
 
Tier Waivers: State Funds 
 
 
 
 

1.9 % of the 
population 
 
 
 
An estimated 398,00 
citizens with 
developmental 
disabilities 

Tier 1: No limit 
Tier 2:$55,000 
Tier 3: $35,000 
Tier 4: $14,792 

Yes 

Arizona 
 
 
 
 

Arizona Developmental 
Disabilities Planning Council  
 
Services 
Department of 
Developmental Disabilities 

1115 Demonstration Project Waiver: State 
Funds 

 1.7 % of the 
population 
 
 
 
An estimated 
102,724 citizens with 
developmental 
disabilities 

HCBS expenditures per 

daily recipient of 

$27,196.21 

 

Yes 

New Jersey 
 
 
 
 

New Jersey Department of 

Human Services Division of 

Developmental Disabilities 

 

Supportive Housing Connection (SHC):  

partnership between the NJ Housing and 

Mortgage Finance Agency (HMFA) and the 

NJ Department of Human Services (DHS) 

 

Less than 2% of the 
total population.  
 
 
An estimated 
150,000 citizens with 
developmental 
disabilities 

Based on annual funding 
and on individuals gross 
income 

Yes 

Virginia 
 
 
 
 

Virginia Department of 
Behavioral Health & 
Developmental Services  
 
Services 
The Virginia Development 
Housing Authority Micro 
Boards 

Individual and Family Support Program: 
State Funds 
 
Rental Choice VA-State Funds 
 

1.7 % of the 
population 
 
 
An estimated 
141,100 citizens with 
developmental 
disabilities 
 
 
 

Limit $3000 
 

Yes 
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Georgia 
 
 
 
 
 

Department of Behavioral 

Health and Developmental 

Disabilities. 

 

Community Supports Waiver 
Medicaid 
I/DD/RD Waiver 
New Options Waiver 
Comprehensive Supports Waiver- 
 

1.8 % of the 
population  
 
An estimated 
165,239 citizens with 
developmental 
disabilities 

NOW Waiver- $25,000 Yes 

South 
Carolina  

South Carolina Department 

of Disabilities and Special 

Needs. 

Services 
The Babcock Center 

 
 

Community Supports Waiver- State Funding 
 
Intellectual Disabilities/Related Disabilities 
Waiver- State Funds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Less than 2% of the 
total population  
 
 
An estimated 92,000 
citizens with 
developmental 
disabilities 

Intermediate care 
facilities $$70,000-
$73,000 
 
Community Training 
Homes  $ $27,000 
 
Supported Living 
Programs $15,000 

Yes 

Kentucky Kentucky Division of 

Developmental and 

Intellectual Disabilities  

 

 

The Supports for Community Living Branch 
Waiver 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Less than 2% of the 
total population.  
 
 
Approx. 60-80,000 
 

Based on funding Yes 

Missouri Missouri Division of 

Developmental Disabilities  

 

Services 
Missouri Inclusive Housing 

Development Corporation  

Partnership for Hope Waiver: Waiver that is 
a result of a partnership of the Missouri 
Association of County Developmental 
Disabilities Services, the Division of 
Developmental Disabilities, and the MO 
HealthNet Division.  
 
HCBS Waivers 

1.58 % of the 
population  
 
An estimated 95,497 
citizens with 
developmental 
disabilities 

Partnership for Hope: 
limit per participant of 
$12,000.  
 
HCBS Waivers: $28,495 

Yes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Appendix B 

Questions to consider during visioning session to work collaboratively on increasing 

affordable housing units in California for difficult to serve individuals with I/DD:   

1. Who is going to build them? 

2.  What will they look like? 

3. When is this going to happen? 

4. Where will they go? 

5. Whom will they serve?  

6.  How are we going to pay for them?  

 

 

 

 

 

 


