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Helping Create and Preserve Decent, Safe,

Community-Based, Affordable Housing 

for People with Disabilities

Partnering with people with disabilities and their families to develop creative, individualized plans and solutions.

WISH, Inc.

Gateway Mall, Suite J

600 Williamson Street

Madison, WI 53703

Phone  (608) 819-0722

Toll Free  1 (888) 894 - 9646

Fax  (608) 251-1403

Email: wishinc@juno.com
What is WISH?

WISH was established in 2002 with a generous national demonstration grant from the Kennedy Foundation and matching funds from the Wisconsin Council on Developmental Disabilities.  

The mission of WISH is to provide, finance, manage, maintain or otherwise promote the availability of safe, decent, affordable, accessible, and sustainable housing for people with disabilities and their households.

WISH has two parent organizations:  The Arc-Wisconsin and Movin’ Out, Inc.  Together, these organizations have over sixty years of history serving people with disabilities in Wisconsin.

WISH is a parent and consumer-controlled organization. Its board, listed below, is made up of a majority of individuals who are parents or people with disabilities.  

James P. Carter, Bank Mutual

David Porterfield, Wisconsin Partnership for Housing Development

Mary Frances Troudt, State of Wisconsin Bureau of Housing

Jim Hoegemeier, The Arc Wisconsin

Carol Keen, Astar Capital Management

Dianne Cauble, Davis & Kuelthau, S.C.

Peter Wolters, Private Client Group - USBank

Jon Rost, Hearthstone of Sheboygan & Jon Rost Associates

Mary Skadahl, Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 

In addition to the financial support received from the Kennedy Foundation and WCDD, WISH has also benefited from financial support provided by:

The Madison Community Foundation             The Greater Milwaukee Foundation

WHEDA Housing Foundation

        The Madison Rotary Foundation

The Federal Home Loan Bank’s Affordable Housing Program
What does WISH do?

WISH ____ Legacy Homes works with individuals with disabilities and their families where they desire to develop a plan to ensure that decent, safe, affordable housing will always be available to a person with a disability.  

WISH We can help families and individuals with disabilities to:

1)  Create a plan to preserve the home a person with a disability currently lives in.  This home might be the family home, or a home that the person with a disability owns or rents.

Often, the home a person with a disability already has is a home that works well for them.  It may be located in a safe, familiar neighborhood, with access to transportation and support service providers.  The only thing needed is a long-term plan to ensure the person can continue to live there for his/her lifetime.

2)  Create a plan to find and secure decent, safe, affordable housing that can be permanent housing for a person with a disability.  This might mean creating a plan for the person with a disability, or a family member or WISH to purchase a home – either an existing home or a home that will be built to meet the needs of the person with a disability.

WISH works closely with its parent organization, Movin’ Out, which helps people with disabilities to become homeowners. If direct homeownership is not possible or advantageous, WISH can help develop alternatives which still give a person with a  disability the security and benefits of homeownership.

3)  Create a plan for long-term management and preservation to help homeowners with disabilities ensure they can stay in their homes for their lifetimes, and then preserve those homes for use by future generations of people with disabilities who need affordable housing.

Why Is Having A Housing Plan So Important?

· Where you live matters so much to your quality of life, safety, security and your ability to access the services and supports you need.

· Having control over where you live means you won’t have to move because someone else wants you to, and if you want to change residential support providers, you can do that without having to move.

· Having permanently affordable housing costs means you won’t have to keep moving, always chasing affordable rent, and being forced into increasingly depressed, unsafe neighborhoods.

· The human service system does not pay for housing. Housing is the most expensive thing that people with disabilities must pay for themselves.

· Housing is one of the ways that families and others can help financially, without impacting a person’s eligibility for SSI and Medicaid services.

· Many residential agencies do not provide housing.  They only help people find rental housing.  Most residential agencies are thrilled when people having good quality, affordable housing available to them on a long-term basis.

· If a person with a disability is on a waiting list for residential support services, this does not mean a long-term plan for housing cannot be developed!  A plan for housing can take account of the residential services a person will eventually receive, and can ensure the housing arrangement is best for attracting residential providers, minimizing residential staff turnover and accommodating a housemate to share support services.

How can WISH _____ Legacy Homes Help in Providing Long-Term Housing?

The WISH Pooled Housing Trust 

WISH operates a charitable, pooled housing trust that can hold and manage homes for lifetime use by people with disabilities.  Trust Legacy Home ownership of housing for people with disabilities is advantageous because:
· Assets in the trust, including cash to pay costs of operating and maintaining home, do not count as assets of the person with a disability, so eligibility for SSI and Medicaid are not affected.
· Beneficiaries get a lifetime right to housing with 24-hour property management.
· The trust arrangement gives people input regarding who they live with, as well as the ability to change residential providers.  
· The trust arrangement allows family or others to help with the costs of maintaining the housing, so rent charged to the person with a disability can be reduced, without impacting eligibility for SSI and Medicaid.
· WISH Legacy Homes commits itself to helping people who encounter periods of financial hardship, or who need accessibility modifications to continue to live in the home.
· The WISH Housing Trust Legacy Homes costs less than a private housing trust.  All properties held by the Trust are eligible to apply for property tax exemption, which can offset the cost of the trustee, management and oversight.

· The WISH Housing Trust Legacy Homes program is flexible, and can sell a home and purchase or rent a different home for a person with a disability, if the person wants or needs this.  
· The Trust can also hold assets to meet other supplemental needs of beneficiaries, so one trust can meet both housing and supplemental needs for a person.
How can WISH Help in Providing Long-Term Housing?

The WISH, Inc. Ownership Arrangement

In addition to the pooled housing trust option, WISH can assume direct ownership of homes for lifetime use by people with disabilities.  In this arrangement, WISH offers people with disabilities:

· A permanently renewable lease and a commitment 


to maintaining affordable rents.

· 24-hour property management services, tailored to


the unique needs of the tenants and the property.

· A commitment to help if a tenant experiences a period


of financial hardship.

· Help with making accessibility modifications to ensure 


the person can continue to live in the home.

· Help to resolve housemate conflicts if they arise.

· Relief from responsibility for finding new housemates, 


if a housemate moves out at some point.

· Relief from assuming financial responsibility for 


long-term preservation of the home.

· Opportunity to apply to local municipality for property


tax reduction or exemption, to help ensure rents can be


set at affordable rates and rental income can be


allocated to preserving and maintaining the home.  

Oversight and Advocacy Services

Regardless of whether a person with a disability lives in a home held by the WISH Trust or directly owned by WISH Inc., WISH Legacy Homes staff provide oversight of all others involved in managing and maintaining the home, and regularly visit to ensure individuals with disabilities are satisfied with the housing situation they have.
