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Wisconsin Initiatives in Sustainable Housing, Inc.
Making Long-Term, Affordable Housing for People with Disabilities a Reality.

GUIDANCE FOR REFERRALS:

THE PROPERTY TRUST WORKS BEST FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES WHEN….

1.
The person with a disability wants to be able to stay where s/he is living, even if:



a.  Parent or other family caregiver now living there may pass away or 



become unable to provide care and maintain home at some point;



b.  The person with a disability is currently managing the home but can imagine a 


time in the future when age or health will make him/her unable to continue 


to manage the home.



c.  A family member who is helping manage the home now will, when aging or 


health issues occur, be unable to continue to fill this role, and it is agreed that the 


person with a disability will not be able to manage the home without help.


NOTE:  People will be more interested in making a plan if they think the trigger event 
is coming sooner rather than later.   But anyone can make a plan now for the WISH Trust 
to step in at a future point.  They can set up an account with the WISH Trust and have 
everything in place so whenever the time comes, the WISH Trust will be able to help.  
This is important because we can’t always predict when our family members will 
pass 
away or when we or our family members will suffer severe health issues.

2.
There are no other trusted family members or friends that the person and/or 
parents/family caregivers know who:



a.  
Live locally (and intend to continue to do so for the lifetime of the person 



with a disability);


b.
Are willing and able to assume the on-going 
responsibility and liability 



associated with owning and managing the home when the person or 



his/her parent/caregiver can no longer own/manage the home.  




These include: 

· Ensuring property is well cared for;

· Providing emergency response when something goes wrong;

· Acting as landlord – entering into leases/ collecting rent;

· Paying bills;

· Arranging insurance;

· Paying taxes;

· Saving for or financing major improvements when needed;

· Filing more complicated tax return.

3.
The house is paid off (no mortgage) or subsidies are involved that make the 
mortgage payment very affordable to the person (and housemates if present); or property 
tax bill is over $3,000 per year; or the individual/family has other resources they would 

want to invest in preserving the housing arrangement.

4.
In-home residential or visiting support services are available to the person or it is likely 
they will be available at the point when the person needs them.

5.
The house can accommodate housemates, if needed to help share costs of rent or support 
services.


6.
The house is in good condition, and reasonably energy-efficient so utility bills are

affordable.

7.
The house can be modified to enhance accessibility, if that is needed later in the 
person’s life.

8.
The lot is fairly small and not unduly difficult or costly to maintain.

9.
The house is located in a place where transportation needs of the person and his/her 
housemates can be addressed.  The house is located where neighbors are close by, and 
can be called on in case of emergency.

10.
In the situation where parents own the home, and the person with a disability has no 
siblings.  


NOTE:  If there are siblings involved, it may well be that the parents need to be open to 
considering the possibility of leaving less inheritance to other siblings (unless they have 
tons of money) in order to ensure that:



a.  A safe, affordable home will always be available for their adult child 



with a disability; and 



b.  The burden of managing the housing is not something the siblings have 


to assume. (They may not be able to because they don’t live locally, etc.) 


Often, if parents talk to the siblings about this, they are open to receiving less than “their 
equal share” in exchange for knowing that their brother or sister will have a good home to 
live in and they will not be expected to do everything the parents are doing now.

WISH is a supporting organization of The Arc-Wisconsin Disability Association & Movin' Out, Inc.
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